
What sort of people 
ought you to be? 
Since all these things are to be destroyed in this 
way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy 
conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening 

the coming of the day of God, because of which the 
heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the 

elements will melt with intense heat! But according to 
His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new 

earth, in which righteousness dwells. (2Peter 3:11-13) 

Upon reminding his readers that the day of the Lord is coming, Peter asks a most important 
question: “What sort of people ought you to be?” All through these two brief letters, Peter has been 
telling his readers about the important things “to be.” He has answered his question before he has 
actually asked it. What exactly is his answer? 

Be a Christian. 

“Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 
but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name” 
(1Peter 4:15-16; see also 1Peter 1:3,9-12,18,19,22,23; 3:21). 

Be obedient and holy.  

“Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace 
to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to 
the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM 
HOLY’” (1Peter 1:13-16). 

Be growing children. 

“Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like 
newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to 
salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord” (1Peter 2:1-3). 

Be living stones. 

“You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For this is contained in Scripture: 
‘BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO 
BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.’ This precious value, then, is for you who 
believe; but for those who disbelieve, ‘THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS 
BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,’ and, ‘A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF 
OFFENSE’; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were 
also appointed” (2Peter 2:5-8). 



Be examples. 

“But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s 
OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE 
PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. 
Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the 
soul. Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you 
as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation” (1Peter 2:9-12; see also 1Peter 3:1-2). 

Be good citizens. 

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in 
authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who 
do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 
Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. 
Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king” (1Peter 2:13-17). 

Be ready. 

“Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks 
you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (1Peter 3:15). 

Be willing to suffer for right. 

“Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because 
he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin … Make sure that none of you suffers as a 
murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is 
not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name” (1Peter 4:1,15-16). 

Be humble. 

“You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility 
toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE 
HUMBLE. Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the 
proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you” (1Peter 5:5-7). 

Be diligent. 

“Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in 
your moral excellence, knowledge, and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, 
perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in 
your brotherly kindness, love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you 
neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these 
qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. Therefore, 
brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as 
you practice these things, you will never stumble” (2Peter 1:5-10). 



Be remembering. 

“This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere 
mind by way of reminder, that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy 
prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.” (2Peter 3:1-2; see 
also 2Peter 1:12-15). 

We ought to be this sort of people. If we are, the things of which Peter informs regarding the day 
of the Lord will be no cause for fear.


